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HOW TO OBTAIN YOUR 

CONNECTICUT PISTOL PERMIT 

 

There are several reasons why people choose to obtain their pistol permits. They can vary 
from a sense of independence and strength, to the mere excitement of the hobby. During 
the time Prepare To Act has operated, we have seen a variety of people come to us with 
many different motivators. Some tend to have various skill sets, different backgrounds, 
ages and reasons, but the one commonality is the passion and idea of education and safety. 
It is one of the core principles that has built Prepare To Act to be one of the most well 
respected, safety training organization’s in the State Of Connecticut. 

What Is A Connecticut Pistol Permit? 

Having a Connecticut Pistol Permit means that you have the ability to purchase and carry 
(on your person) a handgun and ammunition within the borders of Connecticut. 
Connecticut does not recognize any other state’s pistol permit nor does any other state 
recognize Connecticut’s pistol permit. 

Misconception: Connecticut Is A Concealed Carry State Only. 

This is not true, once you legally possess a firearm, the weapon can be covered by clothing 
or out in the open. What does this mean? Simply put, when you are out in public you could 
have your firearm on your hip exposed for the world to see and it’s completely legal. 
However, we do not encourage this as it has the potential to draw unnecessary attention. 

What Are The Requirements To Obtaining A Connecticut Pistol Permit?  

1. You must be at least 21 years of age or older. 
2. You must have a clean criminal background. 
3. You must complete a Connecticut recognized pistol permit course, like Prepare To 

Act!  
4. You must have a local and state application, completed and notarized. 
5. You must submit a new set of fingerprints. 
6. You must prove legal citizenship in the United States and have proof of residency in 

the State of Connecticut. 
7. There are fees that must be paid when submitting the application and fingerprint 

cards.   
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8. Patience! Because as we all know local, state and federal governments normally do 
not work too quickly. 

Where Do You Begin? 

First, we think it’s important that you are comfortable with the idea of handling and being 
around handguns. We understand that this process can be incredibly intimidating. Because 
of this we have created a couple of avenues for you to learn a little of what to expect from 
pistol permit programs like ours. 

1. Check out our video at ……… (Coming Soon) 
2. Read our blog at …… our website: https://www.preparetoact.com/prepared-1/ 
3. See what other people have to say about our program here:  

https://www.facebook.com/preparetoactCT/ 

Once you have made the decision to move forward and take those next exciting steps, 
you’ll need to find and register for a class that works with your schedule and is convenient 
to you. We often find that it makes the day more comfortable and more fun if you bring a 
friend along with you! Either way, you’ll need to plan for a full 8 hour day, some places also 
offer flexibility such as two or four hour class days, however, most courses are offered on 
Saturdays and Sundays. Check our schedule here: https://www.preparetoact.com/ct-
pistol-permit-training-courses/ 

Once you get yourself signed up for a class, it might be a good idea to start learning a little 
about the guns you’ll be introduced to and be firing that day. The State Of Connecticut 
requires that all applicants live fire a semi-automatic pistol or revolver.  

To better break it down, a semi-automatic handgun has what is called a magazine or clip, 
containing several rounds of ammunition or bullets. Each time you pull or press the trigger 
it will fire a round. In the State Of Connecticut, each magazine is only allowed to hold up 
to 10 rounds. 

A revolver is what you’d think Clint Eastwood or Wyatt Earp might carry. This gun has a 
round cylinder toward the center of the gun, which generally holds up to six rounds, or 
bullets. Each time you pull the trigger, the cylinder “cycles,” or turns and the next round is 
ready to be fired. 

One of the biggest misconceptions within the national debate is that of the AR-15 rifle 
(which has become synonymous with our mass shootings across the country) works 
differently than a handgun. This is only true because its magazine may hold more rounds 
then that of a handgun. Besides that, it works and fires in the exact same way. The way it 
looks tends to be more intimidating and scary. 

To continue, once you’ve selected, registered and completed your pistol permit course and 
receiving the course completion certificate, you will need to do the following. 
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Where Do I Apply? 

Connecticut General Statutes require all Permit to Carry applications to be submitted in 
locations where the applicant maintains a bona fide residence. If you happen to have more 
than one residence, that can be considered an actual “domicile,” you can apply in either 
jurisdiction in which your residences are set. 

1.     You will need to submit to your local authority (Police Department) a completed and 
notarized                           
        application obtained from your local Police Department or downloaded here:											
									https://bit.ly/2PjiZUr. This form is the State Of Connecticut Form DPS-799-C. Make 
sure you fill  
         this out completely and thoroughly, with no omissions and with all mandated 
and/or required  
         information or facts. The State of Connecticut no longer requires letters of 
reference on your  
         behalf, however, local authority/police departments can still ask for these to be 
submitted in  
         order to complete your application. 

      2.      If your Town or location area of your residence does not have an organized police 
department   
               or resident state trooper, the warden of the borough or the first selectman of the 
town as stated                      
               in Connecticut General Statutes will be the place to go. 
 

       3.      Out of State residents are allowed to apply for a non-resident pistol permit. All out 
of state                                
                 residents must apply directly to the Connecticut State Police, Special Licensing And 
Firearms                           
                 Unit. Call 860-685-8494 to have an application mailed out to you. 

 

Note: One of the most common reasons that applicants are denied their permits 
is that applicants fail to list information on the application regarding previous, 
arrests, convictions or court orders and/or incidents with law enforcement. Keep 
in mind that when applying for you permit thorough background checks are 
conducted, they will find out. It’s in your best interest or practice to be 
forthcoming and honest. Below is a list of past arrests or convictions that are 
immediate disqualifiers to obtaining your pistol permit with the State Of 
Connecticut. 

Some Reasons For Disqualifications: 
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• Any conviction for a felony or a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence 
involving the use or threatened use of physical force or a deadly weapon 
may not possess any firearms in Connecticut. 

• No person may obtain a Pistol Permit, Eligibility Certificate, or possess any 
handguns if they are less than 21 years of age, subject to a Protective or 
Restraining Order, or if they have been convicted of a felony. 

No person, convicted in Connecticut for any of the following misdemeanors:  

• 21a-279 - Illegal possession of narcotics or other controlled substances  

• 53a- 58 - Criminally negligent homicide  

• 53a-61 - Assault in the third degree  

• 53a-61a - Assault of a victim 60 or older in the third degree  

• 53a-62 - Threatening  

• 53a-63 - Reckless endangerment in the first degree  

• 53a-96 - Unlawful restraint in the second degree  

• 53a-175 - Riot in the first degree  

• 53a-176 - Riot in the second degree  

• 53a-178 - Inciting to riot  

• 53a-181d - Stalking in the second degree  

OR 

• The applicant has been convicted as a delinquent for the commission of a 
serious juvenile offense 

• The applicant has been discharged from custody within the preceding 
twenty years after having been found not guilty of a crime by reason of 
mental disease or defect 

• The applicant has been confined in a hospital for persons with psychiatric 
disabilities, as defined in section 17a-495, within the preceding sixty months 
by order of a probate court. 

• Or the applicant has been voluntarily admitted to a hospital for persons with 
psychiatric disabilities as defined in 17a-495 within the preceding six 
months for care and treatment of a psychiatric disability and not solely for 
alcohol or drug dependency, 

• Or the applicant is subject to a firearms seizure order issued pursuant to 
Connecticut General Statute Section 29-38c after notice and an opportunity 
to be heard has been provided to such person or is an alien illegally or 
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unlawfully in the United States. The applicant is an alien illegally or 
unlawfully in the United States 

• Suitability and the circumstance surrounding any decision that the applicant 
is NOT a suitable person. 

2. You must prove to not only be a legal United States Citizen but a current and true 
resident of the State Of Connecticut. To prove citizenship, you could use your 
driver’s license, state identification card, birth certificate, passport or naturalization 
papers. You will need to show two of the above-mentioned identifications and at 
least one needs to have your current photo. 

3. Certificate of Course Completion from a State recognized pistol program like Prepare 
To Act’s course or other recognized program. Keep in mind, your instructor’s current 
certification number must listed on your course completion certificate. Course 
completion certificates do not expire. But, that said, you never know how the State 
of Connecticut will decide to change this. In our experience it is best to keep moving 
forward as soon as possible after the completion of the pistol permit course. 

Note: You do not need to submit your original course completion certificate as the 
original is your property. A Xerox copy will be sufficient. 

Please note, that if you choose to go with the NRA, their “Home Firearms Safety 
Course” and “First Steps Pistol Orientation Program” are not approved courses that 
would qualify you to apply for your pistol permit. 

4. You will need to submit a set of new fingerprints, be aware that old sets that may or 
may not be on file cannot be accepted. A new set of fingerprints must be taken. You 
will be required to pay two fees for the fingerprint submission, both fees must be on 
separate checks, one in the amount of $12.00 and the second in the amount of 
$75.00. Both will be payable at your local police department at the time of 
submission. We suggest bringing your checkbook with and writing the checks at the 
police department in case, for some reason the fees have changed. 

*Applicants who served in the military must submit a copy of their Military Form DD-214. 

Once your application is submitted successfully, and all pertinent information is included 
and filed correctly, your application will be processed. This will consist of local, State and 
Federal Criminal Background checks and proof of residency checks. Be patient as once your 
application is submitted, this process could easily take two to four months. 

When this process is complete and your background check is clear, you will be contacted 
by your local police department and a temporary sixty-day pistol permit will be issued by 
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your Police Chief. Expect additional fees at this point, this can be within a range of $70.00. 
But again, don’t assume that’s the amount, bring your checkbook! 

Once you have been issued your 60-day temporary permit, this will work and act as your 
actual permit. 

It will then be up to you to respond to one of several locations provided by the Department 
of Public Safety Office to receive you official five-year permit. See the locations and times 
listed below. 

Once you have received your Temporary State Permit, you may apply to the DESPP for your 
State Permit. The cost of the State Permit is an additional $70.00 and is valid for a period of 
five years. You will be required to have your photograph taken upon application and 
renewals. Renewal notices will be sent to permit holders ninety days prior to expiration. 
There is a ninety-day grace period after the expiration of your permit during which you may 
renew. Renewal instructions are available on-line at www.ct.gov/despp. State Law requires 
the holder of a Pistol Permit to notify the Special Licensing and Firearms Unit of any change 
of residence address within two business days. Lost or stolen Pistol Permits should be 
reported immediately in order to replace them. A $5.00 duplication fee will be charged. 
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PHOTO PERMIT LOCATIONS AND HOURS DPS  

Connecticut State Police Headquarters  
1111 Country Club Road, Middletown, Connecticut 06457 
860-685-8494 
Monday Through Friday – 8:30 a.m to 4:15 pm 

Connecticut State Police Troop E  
I-395, Between Exits 6 & 9) 
Montville, Connecticut 06382 
860-848-6539 
Tuesday & Saturday 8:00 a.m to 12:00 p.m and 12:30pm to 3:45 pm Thursdays 11:00 
am to 2:00 p.m and 2:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

Connecticut State Police Troop G  
149 Prospect Street 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604 
203-696-2532 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 8:00 a.m to 12:00 p.m. and 12:30 to 3:45 p.m Thursday 
11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.—6:45 p.m. 
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The Story Of Our Founder And The Creation Of Prepare To Act 
  In 2012 Chris Marciano set out to create a safety training organization that offered safe, 
comfortable, original and effective training to his local community, friends and family. Fast 
forward 6 years later, Chris is now a married father of two boys and a Sergeant with a local 
police department, in his 21st year of service. Chris has navigated himself through some 
troubled waters over the years, but, has never been stronger or in a better position to take 
over the State Of Connecticut. With a honest, compassionate drive to help “The Underdog,” 
Chris is re-building his team and surrounding himself with instructors and course developers 
that are experienced like no others. Prepare To Act is taking the training from the hands of 
novice, self-proclaimed experts, taken the classes from peoples garages and basements and 
has put it on a level unto it’s own.  

Pistol Permits - Home And Corporate Risk Assessments - Emergency Situation And Team 
Building Seminars - CPR/1st Aid - Kid Safety And Kid Confidence Building - Realtor Safety 
Programs - Restaurant And Hospitality Safety Training And Team Building - Simunition 
Courses - All That We Offer Is Built To Suit And Specific To You, Your Family Or Your 
Company/Organization.  

Prepare To Act has positioned itself to take over Connecticut for all things safety related. We 
are law enforcement owned, compassion driven and safety inspired. Take Our Class. Like Us 
On Facebook, Join The Movement. 
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